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MAJOR EVENTS FROM FEB. 1 TO MAY 15, 1953 

Written far The Amcrika-Fost by 
Frili: Mwretein Marx 


W liwv«r wunts i<i- gain the battis for ft sound and objective judg^ 
ment an Germany's National Revolution has to look: upon it hi the 
li^iil ol certain facls which rni^3tt in- summed tip aa follows: 

.41) Dating the months presiding the appointment of the present 
cabinet u inlet I be leadership of Cluuice.il nr Hitler, government it¬ 
self was on (lie verge of collapse. Al present government i p ns 
firm I v entrenched as ill pre-war times. I be pluralism of a par- 
I ifLiTieiitorv LL pariv state” has been superseded by an ^authoritarian 
stale'" fou nr lei I on the consent of ft majority of the governed- If 
ever hi international negotiations since the war ft German govern¬ 
ment really could speak in the name of tbe Gentian people the 
present cabinet can claim to da so. 

Oil The Katioiiftl Revolution ran its. course almost without blood¬ 
shed because it conquered ll vacuum- Tile leaders of the Social 
Democratic party, which represented the natural counterpart to 
(lie Hitlerite movement, had lost confidence in them own strength 
during the long years of hopclcsa economic dcprc^imi; they had 
failed to win the support of the dissatisfied younger generation 
which grew up to enlarge the army of the unemployed; they bad; 
only been able to keep the solid block of older trade union men LU 
line. The Communists could never expect to reach the bourgeois 
voter. The Hitlerite party, however, had taught the y r outh eager 
for Iftsk* that the future of the Ilfttion depended oil llicrn and that 
a meek, pica for international peace and justice—issued often 
enough in vain by German pout-war govern clients; could never 
bring forth salisfaelory results ill ft world armed to the teeth and 
thoroughly unwilling lo make true (he hope for universal paeifica- 
linn which, by the end of the war, was nursed by the whole Ger¬ 
man people. 

icS The National Revolution was, ibcrefore, not forced on tbs 
German people hilt put through by I lie “common, mini who, de¬ 
fying I ho pessimism of a “system tliftt. in bis eyes, only resulted 
in internal and external failures, wnccrclv believed in the pO&si- 
bilily of immediate reconstruction under competent and irust- 
worthy leadership of popular men of bis own creed. 

(d| Tin- Nalioual Revolution WftS carried through, in the mind 







of those who took in OiClive part in it* for tin- tlBM of maintenance 
of good ^VCnilUftltt d a reunification of ihe wlioJe people ti hiE of 
:m .eijij,i.i'.'|>aiioR from the ^MarxiRt’’ notion of class struggle, of a 
strong cent rill authority controlling laEior and industry for the 

■ 'miniiLiii guod under li sort of corporative constitution, and of the 
rehahiJilalloii of the "'Aryan ' 1 race, which waa underrepresented 
ill Gi-nnuri InlellfH-HKil anil cultural life though it const Stilted the 
most valuable racial a* 9 Ct in she German population, ni National 
Serinl! -l ideology asserts, Since the “Non-AryaiT’ stock played h f 
roiiHpieiinus role? in the legal ami medical profession* as well as in it 

it.he i of administrative departments and in I lie teaching bodies 

of I In- universities it W 48 ccrtaiES from the; beginning that the new 
uu ill nr iin- would attempt te change this situation. And while the 
i hi-ui \ of appropriate representation of the "Ary an" race is donbt- 
ir*- h>| i * II lib dtsE'iission lo Americana -as the reaction of public opiiu 
uni in i lo' I i li‘d States has already indicated—I lie evidence of this 
ihi-mi III I I’, prai tn aI consequences, though hard for the individual 
Ann tniiii.’’ are facts which must be faced as such. 
ii ‘ 'I 3 n mundi of kvcfiit events in Germany. last but not least, is 

■ [■rliir'ui'ed in .1 considerable degree by I he failure of the world to 
fi-ee lprmiiiin from the frenzy of tin: Versailles system at a time 
when fh, wiiiplc r German people still sincerely believed in the 
I i-agur- of NiitiOii* J|S ftil r fleet ive instrument for internal iotia L jus- 

i in 1 , di mi 11 is in i He i U, a ad peace. 

L'hr I us! :l'.li-rlnr:i[ f jnupui^n—Iruiin’diately sifter- the decree 
lin elm ,1, -li| uiin 11 of i fie lh-irh:-.i.Lj: had hern issued on February 1, 

* I.el In I 1 Eider, on behalf of I be coalition cabinet of Nationalists 

uni Vi 1 1 n rut I Sch- in lists, opened the electoral CEtmpaign i>y a broad- 

• a i |.l.nnut mu in wltiidi I it- made public a four-year plan for the 

.. ti-m-rioii of Orman economy, fn his speech the Chuiioellnr 

mi . i 11 . * miul 11 [iH-ngde as a whole to co-operate with the Govern- 

.Irf to fhi 1 wort Ely of tile great heritage of the German past. 

11 . ..neerl ifiai ifir Federal Cabinet was resolved lo suppress 

i, 1 1 . i r I - b p i r i 111 :i I. p ol j (ies I , and cullttral ni hi I ism i n order to p re¬ 
nt f ... From gliding off into communist chao& 

! oljio n ei years of Marxism,’ lie said* "have ruined Germany, 

1 i in ..I Utilslievisiii would annihilate it-" 

in nr dev in repair th-o damage done during these fourteen years, 

ill. i . . . -I, according to the Chancellor, had to insist I liar the Glt- 

im-iii people on election day (.March Si gram tEie Government for 
loin vi-lits an unreserved power of attorney- T he CabiEiel, in its I urn. 
promised die people In relieve the German farmer from his plight 
and lo sweep away UJiemployilK.nl From Gertuati soil during this 
pel'md. 

Meanwhile, the Icil-don between the National Sue in list parts and 

(In 1 L -Marxim” potties, i. e., tile Social Democrat jiiuI tJie li.mi- 

:;ir» jLiiohI uiihi'orahlr. Tlie Social UrimuTiil mini" it pl.iin 
ibil ifi.'i would tchciMciilh oppose llie Itnl' f I <1.In || leuih 


hig party organ the FontrartS, wrote: “Away w ith yon, IS our answer 
to Hiller and vou Pape»,” In Prussia, Captain Goring, hod cm I Com- 
lUissioncr for Interior., issued orders forbidding eommunint do ill- 
onutralious. The same happened 10 oil anti-fascist moss-meet big sum* 
mrmed bv the Social Democratic putty and the Iron Front in Berlin. 
On February' 24 , by order of the new Police President of Berlin, 
Admiral vyn Levetzow, the Karl Liebkmeckt House in Berlin. Com- 
muni*t headquarters of Germany, was closed hy the police. A large 
number of Social Democratic and Communist newspapers appear¬ 
ing in Prussia were suppressed under a recent federal ordinance 
which added new legal roasoua on which newspaper* COllld Eie forced 
lo suspend publication. It was generally fell ill at the forthcoming 
election would mean I he definite tesl of tEie inherent strength of 
National Socialist ideology. 

How serious Hitlerite Authorities considered tile domratir, situa¬ 
tion was indicated hy the fact that the Prussian government called 
on^lijlriotii;'' citizen* to serve as auxiliary police. The now auxiliary 
police fnro—which* by the way, will probably be dissolved by the 
end of 1933—wa* drawn from National Socialist storm troops and 
the Steel Helmet, But while this was going on north of tEie "Main 
Lint," the Governments of the southern states of Bavaria, Haden, 
and Wurltemberg remained in watchful opposition, contending 
that Federal intervention in the South by appointment of special 
cGnlmiissiouer* would mean ,1 breach of the Vi eiliuir constitution. 

The Reichstag Bums In (he evening of February 2", Berlin 
was Stunned by the news that the Reichslag building was in flames. 
The public first w as Jiua^ied as to tEie motives cf {lie burning w hen 
rumors spread that ihe lire had been staried by incendiaries. Next 
morning, however. Captain Goring issued a coni mini lea i ion explain¬ 
ing that tile immediate police invest!gallon had brought forlli con¬ 
vincing evidence lluit the burning of the Reichstag had been planned 
and carried out hy Coilimnniats who wctc JiEiket! up with the So(;ial 
Democratic partyi it was meEiilt as flie* signal for a bloody uprising 
and civil war. In order lo defeat this uprising al ihe slarl, warrant* 
were immediately issued for two leading Communist deputies on 
strong suspicion of complicity with a certain Dutchman: van dcr 
huh he. who had bnen arrested on the spot. Many other Communist 
deputies and functionaries were taken into ynoEicc cufitodyi Com- 
niuaist newspapers, periodicals, pamphlets, arid election posters 
were suppressed for ft month through on I Prussia, Alt newspapers, 
periodicals, and pamphlets of ihcJ?oeiaE Democratic party, loo, were 
forbidden for a fortnight, since the united Social Democratic-Coni- 
munist front, according to ihe official statement, had proved lo be 
an established fact. Later the period of suppression was extended, 
and Coii]inuiii*l and Social DcraOCralic papers, after the Retell St a g 
elections, were also forbidden in the other German ataltw, so that 
the “AfarxisF" press is* for the time being, wiped out- 

The Fed era] caliirtci, on rix:eiviug a report ftl>out tin ■ R< irhsmg 
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Im ,| i Liiiptuin Goring, obtained (he President? signatare Io n 
TvW Liad^ncy dealer "lur the protection of people and mair.” of 
fBr-rcackmg import, suspending those fundamental rights whieli, 
lmder article 4 £t of the Weimar constitution, can Lc Set aside in 
cate of imminent danger. The death penalty may be imposed on uny 
person convicted of attempting the life of the President, or members 
of the t pltiifll government;, Of Roieli cuinmb^itPil< o, or of conspiring 
with others in such afi 0ttempL The death penalty is also to he 330 
pllCflhle in ease's of grams disturbance of the peace, of all deprivations 
of Liberty with intent to use the victim as a hostage, of high {reason, 
of incendiarism, of causing floods or explosions, and, of poisoning to 

ihu i.'h.i r 11 ino 1 l diing.fr. 

The Social Democratic parly, in a public statement. "decisive I v” 
rejected the suggest ion of the Prussian government that “it conkl 
have anything to do with those who fire to I lie Reichstag.” A simi¬ 
lar statement was issued by the Communist parly. The preparations 
lor the public trial of the incendiaries hare not yet 1 May J933 . been 
completed. 

The Ketch Stag fire on the eve of election day did mere to alarm the 
German people ilian any revelation of imminent Communist plots 
liild done before, while, on (lie other hand, the drastic measures 
tnkei) ;iftcr it put their “tamp cm the la*t Week of the electoral earn- 
paign. 

blectieti Returns -'I he elections lo the Reichelag and to the 
Prussian diet—which had been dissolved. iOO, and for which elec¬ 
tions were Set lor the same day—took place in a quiet B ad orderly 
manner. The result wae n complete victory' for the two coalition 
parties representing the Federal cabinet. Between the pari Tiers, how. 
I'ver. the National Socialists had distinctly gained tin: upper hand. 
In tin- November elections their parliamentary force had decreased 
u> «nlv 195 deputies, although they remained by far the strongest 
lh ichetag faction; tliig time they won not less than 288 scat* in a 
a-’c-ili-rnl parliament consisting of 647 representatives, on account of 
if'* 1 very heavy poll of fifl per cent. Mure then 1? million voters out 
of close In 40 millions united under (he swastika of the National 
Seeiiilislr—many of them not parly member.* who. however, had 
grown ihnrougllly tired of be i ng Summoned (0 tike polls every couple 
of months in order to express their w hole-hearted support of a series 
ol cabinets which always ended in a discoursing clinch with the 
growing Hitlerite opposition. 

1 'be German National People's parly headed hv Minister Hugen 
herp just preserved it* strength, obtaining S2 seats in the Reichstag 
again si 51 ill the November election?. The same was true of the 
Social Democrats who, due to the yel unbroken party discipline of 
their Iradc union following, secured 120 seals, losing'only one. Hut 
vvi(h them more maiDten a nee meant retreat in the face of a mobiliza¬ 
tion of more Ilian four million additional voters as compared with 
1 he last Reichstag elections. The Catholic vote represented in |he 

(*) 


Centre |unrly and tin' Ihiv.. I'ropl. I'mh Jipj.tilh nir-n-.i ■■ *1 

tlir rmmhrr of HMU controlled by hath fnetioiiH in flio Keirl|ila| 
went up from 90 to 92, Their g»erceillBge of I hr UrflCT poll, liawrvn, 
defilined T while hundreds of thousands in the (iiii imuu muisIUli, u 
cies were converted into Hitlerite*. Tims, for the jjiwi (hue, ike Nil- 
tionaj Socialists had broken the traditional In ■germ my Hhf (he Hits l n- 
party ill its own strongholds and pared the road for Federal i ill .-1 
ference in the German south, while Prussia WHS already in ihcii 
hands. Thai rher Comimmists lust more than one million volts ;m,l 

Seats wag not much of a surprise; in spite of this conspicuous m i. 
hack, with fil deputies they kept their position as tlie third strongeH 
.faction, though, while the German People’s Party dwindled away 
fvoiu 11 lo not more than 2 representative^ On the whole, the -pliu- 
ter parties unpleasant offspring of German discord ns they were 
had pay heavy tribute to their larger competitors because of the 
elear-ciu is?ue of supporting or defeating I lie Federal cabinet. Onlv 
tlie Christian Sod&ls and the IFiirffouiiierg Peasants- Parly wvri- 
able to survive the strirtgent test. The State Parly, heir of ponderous 
traditions of the former Gorman Democratic Party and itself grad¬ 
ually reduced in a splinter party, notably advanced from 2 to 0 
deputies, due to a tactical electoral arrangement with the Social 
Democratic Party, 

Vnyway, National Socialists and German National People's Party 
increased their percentage of the poll from about 41 per cent to 
almost 52. and in Prussia, simultaneously,, from around 43 m even 
more than 52 per cent. The Hillotite party alone advanced in tile 
Keith from slightly more iliau 33 per cent of (be total poll to clour 
to -14, and ill Prussia from about 3d to 43,2 per cent. Originally a 
minority govermnent, the Federal cabinet 3iad received conlirrini- 
tion by the majority of the people—un outstanding accomplishment 
ill the light of recent German parliament ary history. The time for 
lengthy negotiations with other parties outside the Governmental 
coalition W;lS over. The Ceil (re Party had been forced Out of ii* |jtu- 
viotis key portion I it had to face (he alternative either lo aland by 
I be Cabinet in more than mere benevolent neutrality or to he fought 
with liio same weapons which the Government rigorously emplovcd 
ygaiinst the “Bolshevist menace” and "Marxist conspiracy. 11 The 
conquest of the := l~>I]3It W3LB 3L ji ie£ O-CCOfitplta 

The National Revolution Capture* lite Slate— On the evening of 
election day ITi tierito storm troopers in closed'formations suddenly 
rushed tip to Hamburg's city hull square. After some negotiations 
With the proper authorities a detachment of thorn was admitted to 
the City JIflll whereupon they hoisted the Swastika banner on the- 
City Hull tower while enthusiastic throngs saluted. In Hamburg, ii 
will he recalled, the state cabinet based on the original coalition of 
Social Democrats. State and German People's Parties had remained 
in ofliee although the outcome of the fail election* of 1931 had 
already placed it in die role of a minority government. 
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^‘}ini, hortiWr,, [lit Ipubind for mu Hi r< L hij:iii>il iji Orlulv r. i'Ul, 
instead of kiting power, i| became Stronger dull before; for, under 
the Hamburg com! Lilli ion, the Cnbinel WJI^ entitled to continue 
wielding full executive pnwsr wi^ideral)]' increased bv emergency 
decrees of (be Reich, until a majority in the Diet bad constituted a 
new Cabinet—a somewhat difficult la,?k for the Diet because its 
rj|i [>os-i C it>ii rf 1 groups were Split into the ext rente right and the ex- 
trculr left. Moreover, on acrount of its formal resignation the actual 
cabinet was frecti from the constitutional cheek of a parliamentary 
vote of eOrtsLin' because such a vole would have been out of place 
against an “acting cabinet.'' Negotiations fort lie formation of a ucw 
eabinet between lire different factions excluding the Social Dc 3 iio- 
era| ir- anil (iir Communist, which had gone on since 1131, never 
reached the goal. A few days before the Reichstag elections, however. 
Hr, Frich„ Hitlerite Minister of the Interior in the Federal Cabinet, 
demanded lilt *1111 press! On of the Social Democratic Ham burger 
Erha from the Hamburg government. Shtce the Sochi I Democratic 
eald net member? in 11 ;i mi burg were not willing to yield to I hit de¬ 
mand they withdrew from the cabiitct in enrjTNjre. Mean while the 
\jtl ion a I Socialist diet faction urged Dr. Frick to appoint One of Us 
member? Federal Commissioner for the Hamburg police. hen bis 
happened other Hamburg cabinet ministers withdrew, (no. Among 
them the president of the cabinet. Dr, Carl Petersen. 

The .".wuslikEL On Hamburg's City 11 :i 11 meant the victorious cap¬ 
ture of the lirsl of those German dales which were not already lined 
up with the Prussian government, Next dsv the swastika Ibig floated 
on the barracks of (Ire Hamburg police and many oilier public build¬ 
ings. Flag-shops were sob! out in a few hour?, Brown-shirt? and Steel 

Helmet .. became the actual rulers of the Free and Hanseatic 

City. Her two sisters. Liibeek and Bremen, bad (lie same experience. 
Federal cotrmdssioners were appointed for both city stales and for 
the state of Hesse. And since, as Captain Coring stated I be "enor¬ 
mous ascendancy of the national front, <>1 k l v iII!Iy in the southern 
stater, no longer gave the South German governments the right to 
continue governing in the name of the people,” federal eominh- 
tioners endowed with diclaturhi,] poivet followed in Bavaria. Baden. 
WnmeniLcrg, and Saxony, 

’Vowhere was resistance put Up. Official police Forces apparently 
had already been partly won over to the Hitlerite cause by thorough 
cell propaganda during the preceding months, \pnrl from tlic well* 
trained German police forces, the GUU.tKIfJ National Social is! storm 
troopers and about 20(1,(3(311 Sl ew I Helmet men excelled anv Other 
militant organisation in -size. discipline, and enthusiasm. Uevolu¬ 
tions, of course, are not football games. Thus il is not suiq j rising that 
a number of acts of violence occurred—grossly exaggerated and 
unduly generalized by some foreign newspapers -which were cer¬ 
tainly not more unpleasant to the non-Hitlerite part of the German 
public than to Chan cel lor Eli tier himself, who soon issued an earnest 

<e> 


appeal n> irfi'iiiu fro .. i-id.ilrd ,i, Ni.-n u l«u Ii mold bring llu- 

National liter uiul in pi i ■ i 1 ■ ■ ■ 1 1 . |mM> 

’‘From now on . In- .-.ui|, "ilir mil in’i.il gtiVi riiuiruf bn tin 1 c \n n 
live |iowcr in it? Inmds through nut Uranium I lie lurlbcr aecom 

P I i hllll U' II Is of E El!.' 11 LH I i 4 I h ;■ I ] I ■ III gC 3 11 -I • will 1 11 ' 'l l 4 ■ I. I I 14' II [|4 j 4 | i I'l '4 

ed from above. I WuiiiLinl, llim-fcrc. HlrH-leat discipline. 

Several wcekn later a new federal staliile pm evm-v -1411 m lixioper 
under disciplinary law according to regulations which I in- llhm l- 
lor wilE enact. 

On March 12. President von Hindunbkirg onlctcd the raising td 
the old blnek-wh Stored flag of pre-war Germany together with the 
swastika banner as the emblems of a re-horn 14 trb r few 1 kiv? later 
Hr, Conhhels, the Huinteeflsful campaign manager of I lie National 
S 4 ii-J;i list party, isiis appointed Federal Minister f 4 . 1 i- National Ln 
liLhienrnejti ami Propaganda. The new cabinet member, comment¬ 
ing on ills appointment, explained timt 3 tot only tine pres, I mi sW 
the theatre and the cinema must adjust themselves to the new era. 
and that lie soon hoped to reach the point where the whole nation 
would think unitedly ami ;tl which there would heonlv one public 
opinion. Meanwhile Dr. Luther, tile president of the Reii hshank, 
had made; up ft is mind to tender his resignation because, in view > > ( 
am pending adjustments in many spheres, be did not consider himself 
fi.l to CO-uperjite with the Federal government ;ls4:3os4 l Ii in all impm ■ 
Sum questions relating to the currency, credit, public finances, and 
economic policy as would be imperative. On March 14 therefore, 
the general council of the IL-ic Embank elected as lii- sLui cssor. sub¬ 
ject to rhL- confirmation of President von Hindcitburg. Dr. Hjahnar 
Schachl, “father of the stabilized mark"", who had been Luther’s pre. 
dwesBor until he resigned in 1930 in protest against tlie reparatiuns 
?eltleineiti imposed On Gutman y by the Young Plan, Dr, Luther si =1 - 
selected to represent Germany a? her Ambassador iti the I.'nitid 
States. 

The first German state, previously tmt controlled by the twai fed - 
era! coalition parlies, to elect a constitutional government was Ham- 
burg. Under Hitlerite leadership former party conferences were 
resumed, and SOO 11 the Die! eon Id bt: called upon la» install a new cab- 
inel in which the .National Socialists predominated, while the Ger¬ 
man National People’s Party WAs rcprew .11 teal by four [Ministers 
among them two Steel Helmet officer? —and the German People's 
anil the State Parlies In' one mblister each who bad both alrcadi 
served in the former cabinet. President of the Cabinet is Burgomas¬ 
ter Curl Vincent Krogniann, son of an obi J Limburg merchant fam¬ 
ily a»d devoted follower of Chancellor Hiller. By May, however, one 
Nationalist minister ami the last exponent of tin- Slate Parte re¬ 
signed win Me the representative of 1 1nc- German People's Party bad 
entered the ranks of the National Socialists'and, in addition, atlOthn i 1 
National Soeiidist became cabinet minister. 

Tin 1 I lay of PolSiJum—The HCwli elected Reichstag had he. 
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f .!.V" ,' 1s ''' . . MHn * 2l - & ^ok place Id (he 

; , ' , ; M Il “ bwn . cd K *.. the c;real,Prior to the*o]*mn 

1 " ,l ; r ' tr . Mh ° r fir f l German by Prudent vox, Hi*. 

; ; 77 L 7 " ,r "» d ^' !iC * ^ Wd iM ,Jte church 

, ' Wi0hQla * »* ^ Ro-naii Catholic Clinch in lWum; the 
1 "'r r ‘‘ ’■ ,r| J ll,3 «l h Y Vice-Chancellor ™t Papen and the deputies 

. \ Ul ": . <Ff,ftbl)c1 ^ Wtexatinudy stayed away because Roman 

' . bl “ w P B > on ^ Jil « had declared Hitlerite parte 

.7" VC .'“ ^ «™M "ot be admitted to the Lr*. 

‘ ’ * h, ’ n tllr from Berlin to PoUdmti he was 

■ 7 b> Ci^-r crowd. Which lined the struts and Wared swastika 

.. k ; 7 n?d ^ r " ^d Ka9 to the Beichmag the p r( *. 

4i< ' ,,r / ,m J ! V ,il 'i J,l,y 5,p ^ alcd " the deputies m support rhe Oovcrn- 

"^' r "-f- '■■ h-]™ r recognition of the need, of the situation, do all it, 

. r ' v '^ i V ln }'dp Je Cabinet in their arduous labors. Then the 
,i l ;; r 7 ! m Cabmef* reply eonteiaing a vigorous repudia- 

U "?' A l ‘*™nny « alleged responsibility for the war. 

Vi , In KaUer" t he exclaimed, “nor the German government 
T ''' r(,|E " 1 w * nt * A *he War. Only the disintegration of 

" T k & ne . r * lloa **&'"« *«« »n,oionce 

I 7 J,h mQJit mward wnrietion, to Accept the implies 

.,; ir Y n,,ai1 T^ 11 : XfliH t:oila l M * l,a « b™ Allowed hv Lav 

■".III spW, polities moral, cultural, and economic. Crisis after 
H 1 l! ' M | :[S shjlk,;n tbo l™pfc- But Jbc real Of the world has not be. 

;■ 7 ,\ 'T' JIH(I v "* 1,hlM the political and economic 

II 1 tf : ld "nponont member of its commonwealth. From rhe 

ihcory cf blasting victor, and vanished hn, sprung 

!'!i,M^ph^ rCPUratlM1 * rtIU] ' “ ** world economic 

Vic,- ihr Chancellor Imd professed German^ rinecre desire to 
, T the Prewdent laid wreaths at the 

;‘7'; ,,r L'! ,hft 1 Gr r» a,,d Ia «* ■» ^Viewed the parade Of ’ 

' Ti fc P ? fV !l il ^ J helmcte - and detach merits of 

ILi ,mn Sinn, and SlahlJirfrru*™. 

TJte Reichstag «Mion itself began in the afternoon in the Kroll 
JM 7;! " et B(fr ,u 8i "‘* il ^ iai take months to repair the Wallot 
1 ft"* , : V; had *“■' filled fur the Communist faction. 

J *°r l Prtrl ? r L Was fully represented except fo r t l, ow 

I., - JI w ere „, i d cr iirrc&t. 1 'lie ii rst meeli eg wfis orcu pied w i r h t h I 
,I LI . JI / ( ' ru,Jl1 ™ net 1 tutivc P^ceeri ings and ! he Speaker's address \ 9 
■mch Captain Goring was re-elected by acclamation as wore tho thrt c 
vH^prcmdM representing the Hitlerite, the German Natinnal 

,™r le fl iu ; d tllP Cci,lrfl P* rtift ^ ^^pwtiveiy. !r, ilis speech Captain 
* ^^artieally aa l„ied Cl.aneellor Hitler and, in hi* pJL r , 

7.7J™ 1 C ™p' Y tm l ar ” hC Mid ’ ll|1C>w overcome; 

a,ld Jt ,VH9 ^ U,1C t »ter rhe new Reich stag itl it3 oM 
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“ of f “ '“ > <ww to court ,1,/oon 

rogsrivc of the President whose eonstiSio^al pow^Lch.dil Kh 

SasSSSSSSsssatts 

lv faCi , X' 1 V'r° , '“ d ,, 0f J '^ Ili?her « Sva «-vl« " «»thorough. 

iSSS“^S 

by viAns 'JTX* i"r’ h,; ' 1,1 * h ' of April the Caliinel, 

j virtue ni the fcginlativc power rested in ;> i.,, .i,. ■ >. 

promulgated a sweeping w imiformir>- hiir h y which all"siaie W** 

:::= rfflCTS ■» - 

.ho P —1 for ,rh,eh ,h* Mddtas „« rutej.. jJgS; 



cahilicts obtained legislative powers similar to ihoec of liu 1 actual 
Federal cabiniHt «o I hat thev could even overrule their state eon it i.. 
IXitif.3rn^. Aeeorditl^; It? ihc precedent set by the first session of [lie 
Kciehatap, no sente were allotted In the Communist factious either- 
ii|! s-tsilc dieti* or in illtmhiipul councils, more than lELOCKl communists 
being in police custody. The former political heterogeneity of legis¬ 
lative bodies all over the Reich ti a cl ultimately passed away, The 
eonef|it]on of federal -cheeks and counterbalance* was no longer 
part of German constitutional life. -V new unitary stair was advanc¬ 
ing; 

111is new unitary state received more definite shape wlieu, on 
\j>ari 1 7, (he cabinet passed andtliCr hill providing for lilt- appoint¬ 
ment of jiovprnors for the German stairs hi- the President oF the 
Reich. File GoVf mors, who arc responsible only io the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment, arc Federal officials. They arc virhialEv stair president* 
vested with the rights to appoint and dismiss the president of the 
stale cabinet and, on his recommendation, the other state ministers, 
to dissolve the diet, to appoint and dismiss eivj( servants and judges, 
and In pardon. 11 is the main duly 11F the Governors In supervise ihe 
enactment of the Chancellor's onllines of policy, hi Prussia, where 
h few days laicr Gup lain Goring was appointed Prime Minister 'thus 
selling aside the claims of Herr von Fa pen who until I hen as Federal 
Commissioner was the formal superior of Ga plain Goring;). the 
Chancellor himself took over the functions of the governor. The 
Heich-Prussia problem seemed final lv solved. Gonsl inuimiHllv llic 

Iteivli—on.ee a mere federation of German princes— ived the 

stmetiire of a pyramid with the President and the Chancellor at the 
top of it. 

As a reprisal against ‘’atrocities campaigns” abroad, on April 1. 
fW one day, a boycott of Jewish stores took place throughout Ger¬ 
mane. Ie was conducted without disturbance of public order and in 
acCLirihince with general outlines issued bi m special (non-offh-Sali 
national boycott cu-niniitlec. Thus uniformity of action was secured. 
Uniformity of action was also the goal of a not heir move, Hi ■Mwil 27, 
Federal Minister Seldte, chief of the Steel Helmet, severing from 
Ills former associate. r, h‘ii iciiant-(loloni• I Duesterbcrg, entered the 
Motional Socialist parly and put bis organization under Hitler's 
command. 

SG-sloration of tin* Civil Service Act- -On April 7. the cabinet* 
duly authorized under the new Delegated Powers Act of March 2h 
passed an “Act for the Restoration of llic Civil Servicesuspending 
the far-reaching legal protection of civil service rights embodied 
in article 129 of the U cintar constitution. The act aims at “the resto¬ 
ration of i,i national civil service'' end “tin- simp I Jin-jit ion of public 
adntinistraiJon". Its general principles—applying to the federal 
civil service as well as in the eivil. services of the seventeen German 
mutes lihu* si,]so to unii'crdD professors and local government— 

fll'c 1hese : 
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(al So-called “party-book officials" must be dismissed front lh 
civil service;. “Fartv-book oflicLais' arc those who have entered the 
civil service since November 9, 19IS, without either complying with 
I he general requirements for their civil service career or possessing 
the customary training or other fitness at the time of their admission 
to th l 1 service. A civil servant has compiled with the general require- 
men is. for admission lo the service if, especially, he has passed the 
prescribed exam mat iona; he possesses the custom a rv training if, on 
his entrance iii the service, in; 1ms complied with those requirements 
which, as a rule, are regarded as sufficient for admission, Unfit are 
officials who are members of the Communist party or its surrogate 
organizations or who have beers engaged iit Gommunisl activity, 
regardless whether they are still members of ihe Communist party 
or its surrogate organizations: these latter officials, however. must Im- 
dismissed even if they possess the generally required or customary 
training. 

Unfit ness, therefore, in the terminology of the act, applies only to 
political disqualification as it is determined by the act. According to 
the opinion of a commentator the act must be construed -so os to 
exclude also those Social Democratic fund LoiIh ires who have entered 
the service ns so-called “politics! officials”, unless, they can prove a 
certain measure of higher education I final examination of a high- 
school or Hi leasl final examination of a high-#choul SeJfinridn-clnss , 

I h i Civil servants whose previous political aeitivitv (eapecially 
since November 9. 191 £t ' does not guarantee that they w ill every 
lime fully i deni Hi tbionsi'lvcs with I he “national Mate" can he dis¬ 
missed. Each official is obliged on request to inform hi? superiors 
about bis party affiliations. Political parties are a ho the HcLchshan. 
ncr Iflaek-Rvd-C-tdd. the l^cpublican 1 ition of Judges, the League 
for Men’s Elighls. the Association of Republican Uflicials and tin- 
iron Fnmi 1 militant organization of the Social Democratic party i. 
Membership in fl political party *4 such—except in the Communist 
—docs not justify ttic: assumption of political unreliability. A 
civil servant Is. however, considered politically unreliable iiF he 
has engaged in any sort of hostile activity against the national revo- 
lmionarv movement, especially if he lias insulted its leaders or 
abused Jus official position in order Lo persecute, to slight or to prej¬ 
udice nationally-minded civil servant*, ff lie has done so he can be 
dismissed even without having belonged to el “Marxist" party i L. e. 
the Social Democratic and the Communist parties', He would not 
lie able. Tor instance, to rescue himself by entering the National 
Socialist party—at least not if he has entered the parly after January 
AO. 1933. tX’CttsionuJ buck-sliding during electoral campaigns will 
he disregarded, 

(e) Civil servants of ”Noji-Ary eiii" parentage have to be dismissed, 
1,00. “Non-Arvan-” jti tlie meaning of ihe act arc those persons whose 

parents or grand-parent# are “Non■Aryan" 1 ', e#].ially Jewish. I he 

disqualification lakes place iF one part-ill or grond-pari'iil is “Xi.u- 
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Corresponding iegal changea have affected otJicr vooHiioni, e « 
lhe mcdiea) profession a* fa, ws doctors are employed by puLJi.i 
todies (national bcrtllh insurance authorities) 
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I s 1 “ *>snifi®n w of May Day which, frm„ new on, shall be n le- 
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celebration Mauds under the motto: H»n»r labor and respect the 
worker! 4 * 

riio Chancellor tlson outlined the major task? of tl-iH.’ Cabinet? 

hi - Eo enact the great ethical idea of labor service for every 
vf>LEOg German—rich or poor, son of a Scholar or son of a factory- 
worker -in order to get acquainted with manual labor and to learn 
to Obey ?Q that later he may he more fit for a leading position and 
will know the mentality of the common man and the people as a 
whole 5 

lb- To free Creative mhialive from the mischievous influences, of 
majority resolutions. for German economy can onlv rise if a syuihc- 
Jiis is found between freedom of creative spirit and subordination to 
tlie common good; 

\ct To start organic economy by first aiding the farmer and agri¬ 
culture, because a sound agriculture trill he the basis for a re-birth 
of German economy in its totality; 

id i To fight unemployment through “made 1 ’ work by the restora¬ 
tion of buildings, by an appeal to every employer of Eai>cu\ and by a 
gigantic program of road building; 

i ci To out down interest rates and carryout an economic policy 
which, secures permanence () f production without destroying Ges-. 
man agriculture, 

Fin ally, the Chancellor appealed to the German people to he 
aware oJ the urgent necessity to light for equal internal tonal rights 
ttt complete? unity, 

i hrougliout the Keich. May Day wan cerebrated everywhere in 
large oprn-air mass demonstrations. 

$ccui Jti£ EcoiMNtiic and Cultural Homogeneity—The response 
of cotintlesd economic. Cultural, professional, and educational insti- 
t Li lions and associations In the National If evolution and sv&wnl 
aims signifies the totality of the landslide 3]utter than itiriy thing else. 
Whatever the inside motives were, adjustment to the new order 
beeanir a general trend. Boards of director- resigned in Order to he 
re-established under National Socialist leadership. Executive seori 1 - 
tarics busied I Item sc Eves in corning to terms with the now authori¬ 
ties. Magazines and weeklies of political and non-polities I character 
reflected the fundamental change not only in their editorials hut 
also in :l re-consideration of their personnel "Gleiclialmlumg" i. e. 
securing homogeneity, became Cine of the most frequently used 
terms in newspaper columns and daily conversation. J'olitieal as 
wi'il as cultural separatism suddenly were forgot ten. The Fro test ant 
churches in the different German States, for instance, which tip to 
,,OVi had been distinct cultural units within a lotbso national fedora- 
riori of Protestant churches, felt inclined to consider the foundation 
of a national Protestant church comprehending Protestant church 
life throughout Germany. The medical and the legal professions, 
hm, paid their tribute to the national Cause. One of the editors of the 
Juri$ti$ch& 11 tw’tu'/txi'hrift, Liu 1 rE-now ued weekly tojp/inc of the 
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German I urobi ol Vllui'nrys-ul-law, who sevcnil wt-cV.it ugo had sue- 
weded Justizrat l)r. Julius Magnus, recently published' a brief in 
which he said; 

1 lie it^gal profession and ll’ie J Tiers jjw-Jje IFscAflniE)ftri|[ F ton, ill 
in fuEure be otic with the pulse of the German people, l| must not hr 
h a?iG diverted from j[s ptirpnsc by the bloodless phrase? ill ill pohrji 
havi- to be kept out of science, out of jurisprudence, oliC of tiic 
Jurisliche ff ochetvtchrift. What we have lived to Sec is not politics 
j|] the common meaning hui history, history of htwof the most vein- 
ultM * character, which ha? deeply touched and moved U8, He who 
passe?- Ji?- that without being touched jiiid moved, cannot claim 1 1 1 ■ ■ 
title of a reM jurist. For law is not solely a matter of cold reasonin'; 
—one cannot even solve the inflexible formulm of the law of civil 
procedure and bankruptcy solely with it—, the heart and feeling of 
the re; 13 jurist will always swing with it. Whoever serves the law-- 
judging, pleading, writing, teaching—must, therefore,, return to 
the sense aud spirit of the old Germanic law w hich w as an accord of 
reason and heart, spirit and soul. I he cultivation of merely consl.ru.c- 
uve law. checkering with juridical concepts and statute sections, ha* 
indeed nothing to do with polities nor with true justice.” 

Dr. as the Prussian Minister of Justice, Herr Kerr], slated in ail 
address is the First German Assembly of Referendare, i, c. young 
lawyers, cm A Jay 20: 

"Certainly the judge has to he impartial; hut I demand that he is 
part is! to the utmost when the existence ihe nation is concerned. 
'I’herc nr? no cattles in Spain for a divine objective Jaw, The divine 
inalienable Jaw, my German judge, is horn wills you. It is living m 
your blood, in your German conscience. Only he who has uuder- 
Stood \a( iomtl Social]si 11 iu ils deepest meaning can |>e a Gerunin 
judge," 

MeanwIdle a "Irani l» f Gorman l.aw"’ is. forthcoming? a na¬ 
tional organization of German judges arid attorncvs-ut-luw under 
National Socialist leadership. A correspondiug “Front of German 
^ ork" embracing a]i manual and desk labor as one great national 
union is already designed: it will he the found a lion-stone for tin 
structure of a corporate slate in which u reorganized representation 
of ill I German em pi overs will also partake. To this end “Mandat" 
trade unions, cm May 2. wants taken over by National Socialist com- 
rnidsioners. Thus the Social Democratic parly wau deprived of ilf 
backbone. By May IfJ. ori order of the public prosecutor, the entire 
property of the Soe-emI Democrat it: party and of the Rcich^bcmutr 
Black.Refl-Gold was confiscated throughout the country; the rt-u- 
$011 given for tills action was that numerous cases of malfeasance had 
bocu discovered hy National Socialist commissioners since (he sciz- 
ure of the “Msrxibt" trade imictie. 

^High schools and universities, according to a cabinet act of April 
2I>, were closed to U neon trolled admission 111 order to balance the 
law of demand ami supply of academic labor. The admission Iiroil. 



r™,, am- on, is to bo fixed by ordinance o| n„, 8lu „. ... 

before the b«Biimi.. B of each school year. One ami a half .,.-r „f 
lhc ad ™™ m iimiT apportioned For “Non-Aryan*' students. 

Aryan students, however, whose fathers fought at ihe front durm" 
Wflr * nr 5 em5m P* froai the special apportionment. Tlu mmc uii- 
p ,es t0 ^htldren of mixed marries provided that one parent «r 
two grandparents are of “Aryan” descent and the marriage ha, taken 
place before April 25, 1935, 

Disarmament and Peace-When in early Mav the nows was com- 
nuimcite<l that the Chancellor had asked Speaker Gorinp to ram- 
nmn the Reichstag in order to define the German standpoint on 
those quest tons which affect not only the German people but abn 
the world, the public abroad was somewhat puzzled as to what the 
f Si , P^nonniH:. A much-read American weekly 

. f 1 . ai CI ™ hazarded the following prediction: Vr Every advance 
indication pointed to a Metering, saber rattling appeal to the gal¬ 
leries in Germany, for the German people demand action on the 
arms-equality issue and Hitler must make good," Nothing of the 
happaiciL And.the London Times, which had displayed a dig- 
■ mnly critical attitude toward the Hitler cabinet all the time, wrote 
cmuttieming on ihe Chancellor’e speeds “The world caisgtu a fim 
g]]inp?e yesterday of Herr Hitler the statesman” 

Germany , Chancellor Hitler, speaking for the whole German 
people, said, “demands the disarmament of all other nations because 
Iter claim for equality is moral, l^gaL and sensible. She wants noth- 
mg that she is not ready to give to others. No fresh European war is 
cupahie of putting something better in [he place of the uusatiefao 
tory condition^ which today exist. Even by the decisive sncoc^ of a 
new European settlement by force, the final result could only be an 
mrroase in the destruction of European balance of power, and thus 
would contain the seeds for laler differences and fresh complica- 
licns, I lie outbreak ot such tin unending madness would lead to the 
collapse of the existing social order in Europe. Germany is willing 
till£. 11 .]t further reservations to dissolve her entire military forces 
and destroy the weapons left to her if ail other nations will do the 
same. Germany will tread no other path than that laid down by 
the treaties, lint Lite German people will not let themselves be forced 
bile anything that might prolong their disqualification. Mav the 
other nations understand the unbreakable will of Germany to end 
once and for all a period of human errors in order to find the way 
to a final agreement between all on the ba*b of the same rights for 
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